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Mrs Scheffel 
Welcome.  The concept of human rights is relatively new in human history and as such is not universal. The Goals of Human Rights Education is to help people understand human rights, value them, and take responsibility for respecting, defending, and promoting human rights 
Textbook
There is no textbook in this course. Instead we will be using articles, biographies, original accounts and films 
Course Expectations
· Education for human rights provides people with information about human rights. It includes learning about the inherent dignity of all people and their right to be treated with respect Class discussion is necessary and should be carried out in a considerate manner.  Behavior must be respectful and courteous at all times.

· Attendance is mandatory.  Any student who misses class must bring in a valid note from a doctor or parent or a zero will be given for that day’s class work.  All work must be made up on that students own time and handed in by the Friday following the absence.

· Late work will receive a maximum of half credit and will not be accepted after it is one week late.

· Lateness will not be tolerated

Grading
· Homework and class/group work 30% of quarterly grade

· Quizzes 20%
· Tests and projects 50% of your quarterly grade 
· Final will act as 20% of your overall grade.  

Contact Information 
I am always available for extra help. I am usually here and by 6:15 most mornings and often stay until 3.  
Free Periods 1 & 4
Office Room 223
845-897-6700 ext. 30063
Elizabeth.scheffel@wcsdny.org
Course Outline:
In this class we will be examining
1. the history and continuing development of human rights

2. international law, like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or the Convention on the Rights of the Child

3. regional, national, state, and local law that reinforces international human rights law

4. human rights violations such as torture, genocide, or violence against women and children and the social, economic, political, ethnic, and gender forces which cause them. In particular we will focus on 
a. Abuses faced by women including: 
i. Rape,
ii.  honor and dowry  killings,
iii. mutilation, dowry killings, 
iv. Acid burnings etc..
b. Convention on the right of children and the abuses faced by them including,
i.  human trafficking

ii. slavery, 
iii. forced prostitution

iv. child soldiers

c. Abuses/issues in the USA including
i. Incarceration
ii. Immigration
iii. Gender Equity

iv. LGBT

v. Bullying
vi. Racial Equality
vii. Privacy

d. Corporate Abuses
5. about the persons and agencies that are responsible for promoting, protecting, and respecting human rights
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